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South Bend New Tech High School Educators, Manufacturers Collaborate on 

Effective Learning Environments During Tour of Daman Products
Mishawaka, Ind. – August 11, 2009. Lead administrators for the South Bend New Tech High School (NTHS) saw firsthand the potential connections between a project-based, collaborative learning environment and workforce applications during a plant tour in July of Daman Products Company, Inc.
New Tech schools work best with partnership from the community, according to John Kennedy, South Bend NTHS lead administrator.

“It’s a two-way partnership,” he explained. “We need to make sure our learning opportunities are relevant to the workplace.”

Key 21st century skills, such as collaboration, communication, problem solving and technology literacy, form the core of New Tech schools.

“People can take those skills anywhere they want to go, even as technology and the workplace environment change,” Kennedy said.
Organizers say NTHS will revitalize the way students learn, applying technology and project-based learning methods and allowing students to study real-life topics.
“The business community has lamented the disconnect between what the work world would like to see in high school graduates and what is actually being produced,” Larry Davis, president of Daman, said. “These schools unlock the natural passion kids develop for learning when personal responsibility, critical thinking, personal leadership, community service and teamwork are wrapped around content. They are capable of preparing our children to have a profound impact on the way some organizations are working now, and more will work in the future.”

Daman’s involvement in establishing the local New Tech school represents a collaborative effort among educators, the business community, and state and local governments, according to Phil Damico, director of Business Growth for the Chamber of Commerce of St. Joseph County in Indiana.

“Our business leaders have expressed a strong need for our secondary schools to graduate students with skills and qualities necessary to function in a work environment. That means problem-solving skills, presentation and communications skills, and the ability to work in teams. Participation from businesses like Daman is vital to the success of this concept,” Damico said.

In addition to the business community, the school intends to work with Indiana University South Bend, Ivy Tech Community College and the University of Notre Dame.
The school corporation expects to begin enrolling students later this year. The high school will open in August 2010.
Daman Products Co., Inc., founded in 1976, actively practices advanced manufacturing and marketing concepts to effectively provide value and service to its markets. It is primarily engaged in the design and manufacture of hydraulic valve manifolds and related products. For more information, visit www.damanifolds.com.
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